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1

OH OTKpBLI rJa3a, YBUAEH UYXKYIO KOMHATy, 0 TOpsueld AYXOThl HarpeTyro
COJIHIIEM, W TOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK IMOTHOE JIMIIO OBEUBAJIO CIA0BIM JYHOBEHHUEM
BO3/lyxa. B packpbITOe OKHO TEK CyXOi kap Hiojabckoro yTpa. [Ipsmo Hax ronoBoit
HAa CaMOM COJIHIICTICKE, 3a IMOJOKOHHUKOM, TMOCTYKHBAdd KOTTSMH MO KapHHU3Y
Cu3ble TONYyOM M B MOMCKAX TEHW 3arfisjbIBajiud B KOMHATy. [loTom OH yciblman,
KaK TJIe-TO B TJyOWHE JBOpa C HAMOPOM 3allleNIeCTeNId CTPYU BOJBI O JIHCTRBY,
HEBHSITHBIC TOCHBIIIAIUCH TOJ0ca, 3apadoTaJl Ha XOJOCThIX 000pOTax MOTOP
MOJIMBATLHOW MaITUHBI.

«UTo 310, THE 4?7 — moayman Hukuta, BeITUpas ucnapuny Ha rpyaud. — S He
noma? Mama ymepiia — U s 371eCh?..»

Bo Bpems cHa eMmy NpUIIEKIIO TOJIOBY, 3BEHENIO B yIIaxX, U ObLTa HEMPHUSTHAS
paccinablIeHHOCTh B 3aMJICBIIMX MYCKyJaX: OH CMajl BCKHO HOYb B HEYAOOHOM
MIOJIO’KEHUH, JIMIIOM BHU3, CKaB pyKU Ha rpyau. Beck MokpsbIit oT nmota, Hukura ¢
OTBpalIeHUEM COPOCUIT MPUIIMIIIIYIO K TETYy MPOCTHIHIO, OIMYCTHJI HOTH C IMBaHa U
OTJISIAIEIICS.

B xomHaTe 3Toi, BUIUMO, HE UM JaBHO: CTapble 000U JI0XKENITa BBITOPEIH,
ObUJI0O He TpUOpPaHO, TECHO OT MOTEPTHIX KOXKAHBIX KPECEN, OT MPOCHKEHHBIX
CTYyTE€B MEX PACCTaBICHHBIX IO CTEHAM TyMOOY€K, OT HEYIOTHBIX,
3arpOMO3JIMBIINX YIJIBI KHIDKHBIX IIKaoB; MMaxjio OT JWBaHA TEIUIOW W
FOPHLKOBATOM MBUIBIO.

A He3HakoMas KBapTupa 3a JBEpSIMHU, Ka3alloCch, ObLa BBDKKEHA TOPSYUM
COJIHIIEM: OBLIO YK€ MOJTHOE YTPO, HO HUKTO HE CTy4al, He BXOAMWI K Hemy. U Bce-
TaKl TaM, 3a JBEPbIO, KTO-TO 3aTA€HHO U THUXO ceiluac mepeaBuraicss B KOpUaope,
MIETIOTOM pasroBapuBai Mo TenedoHy, u Hukura goragsiBasics, 4TO MIENTATKCH,
TOBOPWJIM O HEM, O CMEPTH MaTepu, U PACTEPSIHHO B3TJSHYJI Ha ce0s B 3€pKajo
HaJ[ TUBAHOM.

B meuibHOHM JkenToil ero TiyOwHe 3amepiio OeaHoe, 3aclaHHOE JHUI0 C
KpacHOW Ha IIeKe IMOJIOCOM OT NOAYUIKH, Cepble TIja3a BCMaTPUBAIHUCh
BOIpocUTENbHO. HuKHUTa mpoBes no mekam najablaMi U OTAEPHYIT PYKY.

OH mpeAcTaBUil, 4TO TAaKOE€ kK€ BBIPAXKEHHE, HABEPHO, ObLIO Ha €ro JUIE U
BUE€pa, Korja mocie npuesna u3 JIeHuHrpaaa oH cUJieN 3a CTOJIOM B OKPYKEHHUU
HE3HAKOMBIX, COUYBCTBYIOLIMX €MY JIIOJIeil, KOrja, Ha 4YeH-TO BOIPOC TIyXO
OTBETHUJI, UYTO MaTh B OOJIbHUIIE HUYETO HE MPOCUJIIA, JJaXKe HE kKajoBaiach Ha OO,
XOTsI yMHpaJia B CO3HAHUHU.

N no ToMy, Kak OHU MOJOJTY, C TOPbKUM YYaCTHEM CMOTPEIIU B €r0 CTOPOHY,
OH TOAYMaJl, YTO BCE€ 3TH JIOJY, CKOBAaHHO Y>KMHABIIKWE BYe€pa B JIJIMHHOM,
CTapOMO/JIHOM CTOJIOBOM, OBLIIM UIIK €70 POJICTBEHHUKH, UM 3HAKOMBIE €r0 MaTepu
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— OH BCEX HUX BHUJEN BHEpBbIe. B cepenuHe yXuHa X03siuH goma mnpodeccop
I'eopruir JlaBpeHTbeBUY ['pEKOB OTPBIBUCTO M HEPBHO IOKALUIUT B JIAJOHb,
MPOTrOBOPUJI, HU K KOMY He oOpamasch: «Jla, oHa OblIa My»XECTBEHHOU
KEHIMHONY», — U CEUYacC K€ H3JIMIIHE PELIUTEIbHOM IMOXOAKOM, CBOMCTBEHHOM
4acTo JIIO/ISIM MaJIEHBKOTO POCTA, BBIILIEI U3 CTOJOBOM.

[Tocne ero yxoma HUKTO 3a CTOJOM HE MPOPOHWUI HHU CIIOBA, BCE, IIO-
MPEKHEMY CKIOHSCHh HaJ Tapelkamu, C KaKUM-TO OIACJMBBIM MOHUMAHUEM
MOCTYKMBAJIIM BWIKamMu, WU Hukuta BompocurenbHO TmoOKocwicss Ha Oubry
Cepreesny, xeny ['eoprus JlaBpentreBruua. Bech y)KMH OHa cujeia B CKOPOHOM
MOJTYaHUH, HECTIOKOMHBIMU TaJibllaMi KOMKasi cal(deTKy; B MyHIIOBBIX MOUYKaX €€
yIlI€H, MOKAYMBAasCh, CBEPKAJIU CEPbIU, MOJIOJIMIIM €€ KOTJa-TO KPaCHBOE, TENEPh
yKe nosiHeromiee auno. [loiimMaB ero B3risil, OHA C JIACKOBOW CAEPKaHHOCTHIO
TPOHYJIA €T0 PYKY, CKa3aja BIOJIr0Joca:

— Bb1, kaxercs, yctanu, Hukura? Bbl, oueBUAHO, TJIOXO CHAJM B BaroHe.
Ecnu He Bo3paxkaeTe, s MOKa)Xy BaM KOMHATY.

Torna oH noAHSICA, IPOTOBOPHUJI, HA HA KOTO HE Isiad: «/{o cBuganus», — u
MOCJIE0BaJl 3a HEW, ollylas B3MJISAbl Ha CBoeil cnuHe. M Kak TOJNBKO 3aKpbLl
JIBEpb KOMHATBHI, HEMPOHUIIAEMOE OE3MOJIBUE 3aTOMWIIO KBapTHUPY: UYIUIIOCH,
TOCTH Pa30IUINCh U3 CTOJIOBOM Ha IBITTOYKAX, U HE CIIBIIIHO OBLI0, KaK MPOIIAIUCh
OHH.

«YTO OHM TOBOPAT 000 MHE? — BCIIOMHHMB CBOU MpHUE3, XMYpPACH, MOAyMall
Huxnra u npucnymancsa. — IloyeMy OHM He BXOIAT, HE CTydaT, a CTOST B
kopugope? M kto kun B 3Toi KomHate? YUbm 310 O0Kcepckue mepuatku? Urto s
JOJIKEH JIENIaTh TENepb?»

OH BcTan ¢ IMBaHa, IOJT0 CMOTPE Ha TPEHUPOBOYHYIO TPYIIY, BUCEBIIYIO B
YTy, Ha 3aTSHYTHIE CJIOEM IBUTH OOKCEePCKUE MepUYaTKu (OHU BAISIIMCH Ha CTYIIE).
[lepyaTku cCOXIHUCH, MOKOPOOUITUCH — JIEKAJH 3/1eCh 1aBHO. OH TUXOHBKO CIyJ C
HUX IbLJIb, HATSHYJ KOPSBYIO, IO CKpHUIIa IPOKAJICHHYIO COJIHIIEM MEPYaTKy Ha
NpaBylO PYKy H, HE 3Has 3adeMm, ciabo ynapui mo rpyumie. OHa ¢ TynbiM 3BYKOM
METHYJIaCh Ha IMOJABECKE, 3aKayanach. Hukurta ynapui eimie pas v, CTUCHYB 3YyOBlI,
CTOSJI, OKUIAS.

bpu10 THXO0, B OKHO BESUIO 3aI1aXOM HAKAJIEHHBIX KPBILIL.

B 1nBepr BHe3amHO mocTydanu. HwukuTa CTpsixHyn, OTOpOCHI B Yroi
MepyaTKy, CTajl, TOPOISCh, HATATUBATH KOBOOKKY.

— IIpocture... Jlo6poe yrtpo, Hukura. MoxHo k BamM? — U 0CTOpOXKHO
Bouuta Ompera CepreeBHa, NOCHBIIANCS CBUCTAIIMA MIOPOX €€ IUIAThsl. —
IIpoctute, pagu 6ora, Hukura, s Bac He pa3oyauna?..

He nmonpimasi ronoBsl, OH BCE TOPOIUIMBO MCKAJl MMYTOBUIIBI HAa KOBOOiike. U,
HE OTBEYasl €W, BUJIET COBCEM PSIIOM €€ OCBEIICHHBIE COJIHIIEM IOJIHBIE KOJIEHH,
BBICTYNABILIHE MOl KOPOTKUM OE€JIBIM IJIaThEM, €€ CUIIbHBIE, C BBICOKMUM MOJABEMOM
HOT'H, 30JIOTUCTBIE BOJIOCKU HAa HUX, OYy/ATO BHICBETIICHHBIE COJIHEUHBIMHU JTy4aMHU.

— Kakoe e 3T0 HecuacTbhe, Kako€ HecdacTbe!.. — HETPOMKO 3aroBOpHUJIa
Onera CepreeBna. — IloBepswTe, s moHMMaro Baile cocTosiHue. IloTepsTh mMarth...
I'ocniosin, kak st 370 Bce moHuMaro! S cama 3To mepekuia Tpu rojia Ha3al.



Onbra CepreeBHa Tak OJM3KO CTOsUIA MEPE] HUM, YTO OH SIBCTBEHHO BIbIXal
TEPIKOBATO-TEIUIbIN 3amax ee miathsi. OHa BAPYT HEYBEPEHHO U pOOKO MOTrjaaauiia
€ro 1o roJIoBe, OT €€ PYKU MOBESJIO CBEKHUM 3allaxOM 3€MIISITHUYHOI'O MbUIA, U OH
MTHOBEHHO OIIYTHJ CBOM JKE€CTKHE BOJIOCHI, €€ HE MpUYECaHHbIC, U, JIECPHYB
rOJIOBOM, CKa3aJ IICHOTOM:

— Cmnacub6o, Onbsra CepreeBHa, He HaJIO. ..

— S monumaro, Hukuta. S Bce moHMMaro.

OHa, yMbITasi Mocje CHa, BCMaTpUBajach B HETro, TJiaza ObUIA pa3MSATYCHBI
COCTpaZlaHUEM, KaJIOCThIO; Oesloe JeTHEee IUIaThe — TaKhe HUKOIJla HEe HOCHiIa
MaTh — CTSATHBAJIO €€ TOpYAlllyl0 IPY/b, YUCThIE KAalITAaHOBBIE BOJOCHI yOpaHBI B
MY4YOK Ha 3aThUIKE, B aJIbIX MOYKAX MPHKATHIX YIIEH MOOIECKUBAIN CEPBIH.

— bennblii, OenHbIN, — COYYBCTBEHHO OTBICKHMBAsi Tjla3aMH €ro B3I,
nporoBopmwia Onbra CepreeBHa, M €€ Malblibl HIEKOTHO NMPUKOCHYJIHCH K €ro
Ipy/aH, TIOMOTasi €My 3aCTeTHyTh MyroBuily. — BblI Bce Bpemsi 1ymaete o Held? S
TOK€ HUKOI/Ia He 3a0y/ly Ty CTPAIIHYIO MOTEPIO.

Hukwura yrptoMo risien B 1oJji, Ha pacCOXIIUNCS, CTapblil TapKeT, OTYETIMBO
BUJIEN 3aBS3IIMIA B MBUIM TOJYOMHBIN MyX, TPsI3HBIE MATHA pa3/IaBICHHOrO Meria,
TOYHO HECKOJbKO JIET HUKTO HE BXOIWJI B 3Ty 3a0polleHHyl0 KoMHatry. Ene
CJIBIIITHO CIIPOCHI:

— OH... Toxe ymep? bokcepckue nepyaTku... ITo ero?

Ona oromIa Ha Iar, MOAHSJIA TOJHBIE OTOJEHHBbIE PYKH K M3MEHEHHOMY
UCITyTOM JIMITY.

— Her, Her! D10 koMHara chiHa... OH TOJBKO HE XUBET y Hac! Y Hero
cembsi... Bbl MeHs He Tak mousmu! Tpu rona Hazan, Hukurta, s Toxke nepexmuiia

cmepTh Marepu. ['ocogm Ooxe MOM, Kakash Helenocth! — BckpukHyia Oubra
CepreeBHa U OMyCTHJIach B KpPecyo, MPUKpbLUIa pykoi 106. — Kak MbI Bce cTanu
cyeBepHbl! Kakast HenenocTs!

— Ilpocture, s He 3HAN, — mpobopmoTtan Hukurta. — S momayman TONbKO,

KOT'Jla BBl CKa3aJH...

B3noxnys, Onbsra CepreeBHa OTHsJIA MAJBIBI OTO J10a U Yepe3 CHITY 3aKhBaja
eMy.

— S monmMmaro Bac. Kak Bce 3To0 HEBEBIHOCHMO !

OH Momyai.
— Ha, nma... S xorena BaMm ckasath, l'eopruil JlaBpeHTbEBUY NPUIET U3
MHCTUTYTa B NIEPBOM 4vacy, — mnporoBopuiia Onbra CepreeBHa yromieHHO. — OH

XOYET CETOAHS BCTPETUTHCS ¢ BaMu. O0s3aTebHO.

— Cnacu6o0, Onsra CepreeBna.

— Yepes nonyaca s Bac xkay K 3aBTpaky, Hukwura.

— Cmacwu6o. S "He x0uy.

— Ho tak Henb3s. Bel qomkHbI ecTh. Bol ke ocnabuere, Hukura. S Bac xay
K 3aBTpaKy!

Omna Bbiuia. Tuxas xapkas myctota ObuUia B komHate. Hu 3Byka, HM mopoxa
HE JIOHOCHJIOCh U3 KBAPTHUPBL.



On ner Ha auBaH. U TyT Bcd cTeHa nepe HUM, C YHBUIBIMU BEH3EJIIMH 000€B,
Teruas, mpsiMasi, MOKPBITas MYLUIKOM IbUIM, CIMJIACh BO YTO-TO OAHOOOpPa3HO-
cepoe, AyUIHOe, OEeCCMBICIEHHOE, WU OH MCIYTajcs, YTO B 3Ty MHHYTY MOMKET
3aIUIaKaTh.

— O4yeHp X04y € BaMHM IIOTOBOPHUTH, O4-4eHb!.. Buepa, k coxaneHuro, He
cMor. Jla 1 Bl ObUTH TOJIBKO C TT0e31a. Jla, Terneps Mbl cMOXkeM !

I'eopruii JlaBpentbeBud ['pexoB Xoaua mo KaOWHETY HEPBHOM, TaHIyIOLIEH
KaKOW-TO IIOXOAKOW, CTPaHHOM IIpHM €ro IIMPOKUX IUIeYaX, KPYIHOW TIOJ0BE U
MaJIeHbKOM pPOCTE; MOJIMOSICAHHBIN Xanar OblT JJIMHEH, U3BUBAsICh, MOTAJCS Haj
rOJBIMM LIUKONOTKaMU. W ObLIO CTpaHHO BUIETh CpPEAU 3TOTO MPOCTOPHOTO,
3aJIMTOTO COJHIEM KaOWHETa C BHICOKMMH CTAPUHHBIMU KHUXKHBIMH IIKadaMu Mo
YeTbIpeM CTeHaM €ro IMOoJAparuBaloline, OOHaXEHHbIE HOTM B JOMAIIHHUX
nutenanuax. O ObICTPO ABUTAIUCH, METBKAIIU MO KOBPY.

— Ou-yenp xouy! — mnoBropun I'eopruit JlaBpentbeBuu. — Jla, s Xouy ¢
BaMu noroBoputh! Canurech B Kpeciao yaoOHee. 3HAYUT, 51 Balll pOAHOU Jd, a
Bbl MOW IUIEMSHHUK. BOT mpu Kakux TOpPbKHX OOCTOSATEIBCTBAX Mbl C BaMHU
BCTPETUIIUCH, JOPOTOM BbI MOA!

Hukura cen B Kkpeciio, kak Obl €IIe COMHEBAasCh, YTO AITOT MAaJCHBKHUH,
MIMPOKOTUICUUH, TIIATEIBHO BRIOPUTHIN, 3aKyTaHHBIN B XajaT CTAPUK MOXKET OBIThH
€ro pOJICTBEHHUKOM, €ro JAsjieil, U3BECTHBIM Mpo(eccopoM HCTOPHUH, KUBYIIUM
371eCch, B MOCKBE.

Ho, ycnokauBas ce0si, OH BCIIOMHWJI aJpec Ha MPUBE3CHHOM UM IHCHME,
cJioBa Ha KoHBepTe «mpodeccopy ['pekoBy», HaUCaHHBIE U MOJYEPKHYTHIE PYKOIO
Marepu. [, HEBOIIBHO yiaBiuBasi BUCPAIIHIOK HACTOPOKEHHOCTH B TOHE ['pexoBa
U BMECT€ C TE€M MWCIHBIThIBas CThIJA M OTBpalleHHE K caMoMy cebe Tocie
HEyKJt0Kero pasrosopa ¢ Onbroit CepreeBHoit, nogyman: «HeT, oHn He 3HamW,
YTO yMEpPJIa MaThy.

— 3HaAYuT, Bbl IPUEXAIU? — CHOBA MOBTOPUI ['pEKOB U OCTAaHOBUIICS TEPEN
KHIDKHBIM  1IKadOM, TPUIIOTHSJICS HA IBIMOYKH, 3a0pOCHII PYKH 3a CIIMHY,
XPYCTHYJI NAIBLAMH.

— Kak BbI cnanu? Y a00H0 Bam 061107 BeI Biepbie B MockBe?

— Cnacubo, — cka3an Hukura, nepeBoJs B3IV C JOMAIIHUX, HEMOHATHO
oyeMy  TPHUKOBBIBABIIMX  BHUMaHHE  MPOPECCOPCKUX  LUICMIAHIEB  Ha
HIEBEJISIIIMECS B IIMPOKUX PyKaBax Malblbl 3a CIIMHOM, HA €r0 CE0M 10 HEXXHOMN
CepeOPHUCTOCTH 3aTHIIOK.

I'pekoB cTos1, BBIIPSAMUB KPYINIYIO CIIMHY, JIMIIOM K KHHUKHOMY HIKady, U
noka3zanock Hukute, uto mpodeccop, B CTEKIIO0, KaK B 3€pKasio, HAOII0all 3a HUM,
ITOXPYCTHIBas MAJIBIIAMM.

— Tak. 3nauut, 310 cbMo? IIuceMo. ..

— Ha, — cka3an Hukwura.

— Jla, na, na... Ho 310 Morino ObITh ONIMOKOM, HEBEPOATHOM, CTPAIIHOM

omuOKkoi! — 3a3BeHEBIIMM TojlocoM 3aroBopui ['eopruit JlaBpeHTheBUUY,
MOJONIA K JBEpH, 3aACpHYNT TOpPThepy. — Bce 3To0 MoxkeT ObITh yXKacHOU
omuOKoit!..



— Bb1 0 yeM? — He noHsn Hukwura.

— Her, HukoMy He cooOwuTh 0 001e3Hu... YMepeTs B onunovyecTBe! Hano
OBITh HEMBICIIUMO CHJIBHBIM 4esioBeKkoM! W BBl 01H, KOHEYHO, ObLTH ¢ Hel? U ona
HUKOTO U3 POJACTBEHHHKOB HE XOTeJa BUAETh B O0IbHULIE?

I'eopruii JlaBpeHThEBUY BCe MIarajl o KaOMHETY, 1O TOJICTOMY KOBPY, MUMO
yOOBBIX KHIKHBIX ITKA(OB, KOJKAHBIX KPECEeJI; BOJIHAMH KOJIBIXAJICS €ro IJIMHHBIN
xanat nepen riazamu HUKuThL.

— He xotena...

CxaszaB 370, ['peKOB €O CTpaiaibueCKO TPUMACOM CEJl K TUCbMEHHOMY CTOJTY
B TIyOMHe KaOWHEeTa, HECIOKOWHO TMOBO3UBIINCHL B Kpecie, ¢ OOJe3HEHHOM
OCTOPOXXHOCTBIO BBITSIHYJI M3-TI0J] KHHUI' KaKyr-TO OyMary W TMPHUCTaIbHO CTaj
CMOTpeTh Ha Hee. OH He uMTall, a TOJbKO, Ka3aJloCh, CMOTPEN B OAHY TOUKY.

«3ITO MUCHMO MaTepu», — noayman Hukura.

— OmHa... cTpagana? — CKBO3b NOJIYKallleJIb IPOroBOPHUI ['peKOB, M MaibIIbl
ero JporHyiau Ha nucbme. — To ecTh kak oHa ymupana? Tsxeno? Ona cTtpagana?
Her, s He xoten y Bac 3Toro crpamuBatb. Ho s cTapuk, s Ha HSTh JIET CTapiie
CBOeU cecTprl. B MoeM Bo3pacTe yke HUUEMY HE yIuBIsielibcs. B Hekposorax
KOKJBIH JIeHb 4YHWTaelllb 3HakoMmble (amuauu. Hamie mokoiieHne yXOuT...
PokoBoO# KpyT Ka)XJ0THEBHO CYy>KMBAETCsI. DTU MOJIHbIE OeCIoIaaHbie 00Ie3HN —
UHCYJIBT, UH(DAPKT, pak — 3T0 yxkacHo! Ho 3t0 peanbHOCTh... U BceMm, modTtu
BCEM HaM CYXKJIEHO YMEPETh OT 3TUX CTPAIIHBIX OOJIE3HEH BAIIATOTO BEKA. ..

OH, 3aXMypsCh, HOKaYyas roJOBOM.

Ha crone 3a3Bonmn tenedon. ['pexoB OTKpbLI T1a3a, MOBTOPHIL: «Jla, OT 3THX
0omne3Hel» — M, Kak Obl OTTAJIKWBAs YTO-TO, MaXHYJ PYKOH B IIMPOKOM pyKaBe
Xajnara, ¢ Tpy/OM IpeojioyieBas cedsi, MOTAHYJICA K anmapary.

— Jla, MumeIil MO#, — ci1abbIM roiocoM 3aroBopuii oH. — Jla, na. Uepes aBa
yaca. Haumnaiite 6e3 MmeHs. Ax, 3mopoBbe? Y JI0JIel MOEro Bo3pacra jJa eIle
HaKaHyHE [OOWJIes YK€ HETaKTHYHO CHpaliuBaTh O 370poBbe. — OH BsJIO
yneiOnyncs Hukure. — CrpammBaioT, Kak aHajin3, Kak AJIEKTPOKapIuorpamma.
Ha. Cnacu6o, Moit n1pyr, ciacu6o.

OH monoxui TpyOKy 3aJyMYUBO-MITKUM ABHXKEHUEM. JIUI0 ero cpa3y cTaio
PO30BBIM, MPO3PAYHO-TONYObIE T1a3a 3a0eraiu Mo CTOJY U ONATh OCTaHOBUIIUCH,
3aMepiu Ha JIMCTe OyMaru.

Huxkwnra momuai.

— CaMoe ecTeCTBEeHHOE U CaMO€ HETNOMPaBUMOE — 3TO (pU3UvecKas CMepTh,
— 3aroBopwi ['pekoB mnedanbHO. — MenbKHyIa B MHPO3JaHUN, BCIBIXHYJA
MaTepus W Toracja, pacTBOpwWiiack BO BceneHHOW. Kak Oynro ee m He ObLIO.
Kaxnpiii n1oxoauT A0 CBOEM BeXu, M Bpems OECIOIagHO CTaJKHBAET €ro B
HeOwbiTHe. HaBcerma. U tak co Bcemu. 3akpbIThl Bce ABEPH. U 3aKpPBITHI BCE CUETHI
¢ ®u3Hbl0. CKaXXHTE... YTO OHA B MOCJIEAHUE Yachl roBopusia Bam? ['oBopuna nu
OHa 4YTO-HHOYAb O cBoeil xu3HU? O yem oHa aymana? ToJNbKO Bbl OJIUH MOXETE
3HaTh. YTO OHAa rOBOpHUJIA O CBOEU MPOKUTOU KU3HU? S ee HE BUEI B MOCIEIHUE
rojasl. 5l ee He BUEIL. ..



l'eopruii  JlaBpeHTBEBUY NPOTrOBOPUI MOCJIEIHUE CJIOBA 3aTyXaroIUM
roJIOCOM, TMOTHPAsi OPSIMOM JIAJIOHBIO TEPEHOCHUIly; OH CJIETKAa IMOKAaYMBAJICS B
Kpeciie, kKak B japemore. W ObLJI0 HEMOHSTHO, YCIIOKAWMBaeT JU OH ce0s Wiu
CTpaJaeT OTTOr0, YTO HE BUJEJN MATh MEPE]l €€ CMEPTHIO, UM TaK CTPAHHO TYMAeET
BCIIYX, W, BCE OOJIbIIIE UCTIBIThIBASA HEY00CTBO, HukuTa ckazai:

— Her, oHa HUYero He rosopuJa.

I'eopruir  JIaBpeHThEBHY IIUPOKO OTKPBUI IVla3a — B HX IIPO3pavyHOU
roJlyOu3He CKOJIb3HYJ KOPOTKHUI UCIYT, KaKOl ObIBAET y YeI0BEKa, pa30yKEHHOTO
PE3KUM TOJTYKOM, — U CTPEMUTEIBHO HAKIIOHWIICS K CTOJIY, TOYHO Majal.

— Mos cectpa, Most cecTpa... — npoOOPMOTa OH.

OTKUHYB TOJIOBY, OH 3aTUX Ha CEKYHIY C >KaJKUM, YJIMBJICHHBIM JIUIIOM H,
ceiyac e JEroHbKO B3J0XHYB HE Ha MOJIHYIO TPY/b, OLIYNbIO BBIABUHYJ SIIIUK
CTOJIa, 10CTal KOPOOOUKY C BaJIHJIOJIOM.

— Bam mnoxo? — cnpocust Hukurta u npuBctan. — MOXKET ObITh. .. BOIBI?

CnenaB HeompeIeNeHHBIN jkecT, ['peKOB CTUCHYN B KyJlake KOPOOOUYKY C
BaJIMI0JI0M, JTOJITO CHJIET HEMOJIBU)KHO, KaK Oy/ITO >KJ1ajl, KOTJIa OTITYCTUT OO0JIb.

— Hwudero... OT0 3BOHKM, — YCIOKauBalOIIMM IIENOTOM CKa3al OH. —
3Bonku. Bo3pact. He 6ecnokoiitecs. Huuero, Huuero. OHa... B 9TOM UCbME... —
MIOCJIE MOJTYAHHUSI 3aTOBOPHIT OH YK€ HECKOJIBKO TPOMYE, — MPOCUT MEHSI, YTOOBI 5
MOCOJIEMCTBOBANI ~ Bamiemy nepeBoay. W3  Jlenunrpama. B MockoBckuii
yHUBepcuteT. Bol aToro xorenu? S nmocraparock 3To cnenatb. HezaMenmurensHo.

Hukura 3agBurancs Ha TEIJIOM KpaelIKe KOXKAHOTO Kpeciia, HUYEro He
NOHUMAsi, MallIMHAIBHO MOJIE3 32 CUTAPETOM.

— To ecTb Kak? — cpocuil OH. — 3aueM xe?

— UYto BbI? — I'pekoB mepeBes ObIXaHUE M, 3aMETUB CUTapeTy B Hajblax
HukuThl, yMOISIOIKUM B3IJIS0M MOMPOCUIT HE KypUTh. HUkHTa TOXE HEBOJIBHO
MOKOCHJICSL Ha CUTapeTy, CMsJI €€, CYHYJ B KapMaH.

— BB ckazamm: «3auem?» — mnporoBopusl ['eopruii JlaBpeHTheBUYU. —
[To3BombTe. .. Bepa Taxke mpocuT, 4YTOOKI 51 TOMOT BaM OOMEHSTh JIEHUHTPAJICKYIO
KBapTHUPY Ha MOCKOBCKYIO. Sl momory Bam, XOTs 3TO Hejerko... Ho s Bce, 4To
CMOTY...

— Ho s He xoren, 310 He Tak, — oTBeTUII HuknTa HETOBKO, NBITASACH MTOHSATH,
[I0YEMY MaTh B 3TOM IPEACMEPTHOM IIMCbME MPOCHIIA O €ro nepeBoje B MoCkBy.
— Marp ckazana MHe B OONBHHIIE, YTO i JOJDKEH Oynay moexath Kk Bam. Korma
nepeaaBaia MUucbMo, OHA TOJIBKO 00 3TOM MPOCHJIA.

On 3amomuain. I'pexoB HaOmroman 3a HUKUTOM ¢ TOPBKHUM OIIYMIBIBAIOIIUM
BBIPaKEHUEM.

— Bama matp ObuTa U3BecTHOM yueHoi... M B JIenuHrpane y Bac, JOJDKHO
OBITh, OOJIBIIIAST KBAPTHUPA.

— V¥ nHac He ObUIO OOJBLION KBapTUpbl, — BO3pa3un Hukura. — A nABe
KOMHaThl B oOmiei... Ham ¢ mareppio He Owuto TecHo. Ilotom, korma math
MOJIOKUTIM B OOJIbHUILY, S CAal KOMHAThl MOJKOBHUKY. Cocely, y HEro 4eTrBepo
JIeTei... A cam TOJIBKO MpUXOAWI HoueBaTh. llocne cMepT mMaTepu s MOMPOCHIT
KOWKY B oO1exxutun. B ynusepcurere. MHe oberanu.



— Ho ans yero, niist 4ero Bbl 1AM CBOM KOMHATBI?

— MHe HyXHbI ObUTH I€HBTH.

I'pexoB BOpyT cipocuil CyXoBaTo:

— Yrto? Pa3Be BBl HE TOTYYAJId CTUTICHANUN?

— Tlonyuan. Ho maThk monroma nexana B OoJibHMIIE, — CKa3aidl Hukwura u,
CKa3aB 7TO, YBHUJE] 3aajieBIIMEe, KaK OT BHYTpPEHHEro xapa, meku [eoprus
JlaBpentheBuya. — W s xoten, 4toOwl... Pa3Be Bbl HE 3HaETe, JJIsi YETO HY>KHBI
JIEHbI'H, KOT/1a KTO-HUOYyAb OoseeT?

I'eopruit JIaBpeHTbEBUY MOJIYAIL, IPUCTAIBHO CMOTPEIL B CTOJI, CYTYJISICh; €ro
Oenple HaBHCIIME OpOBU JBUTAINCh, OH OyATO NPHUCIYHIUBAICSI K CBOEMY
JBIXaHUIO. OJTO TPUCIYIIUBAIONIEECs, YriayOJIEHHO-PACTEPSIHHOE BBIPAXKEHUE
yauBUiI0 HUKKUTY, U yAMBUI €ro rojioc, 0CiabJIeHHBIN, pa3OUTHIN:

— CkaxwuTte, Bepa... Mosl cecTpa roBopujia 4To-HHUOYIb Mepesl CMEPTHIO O
cBoeit Mosooctu? OHa My4dmiiach, Xkajesaa 0 4eM-HUOY b ?

— Het, — cka3an Hukurta. — S He 3Hal0.

— W y Hee ObuIu cimabocTH, — OE€3)KU3HEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM CKaszal ['pekoB u
yTBEPAUTEIBHO MPUKPHLI I1a3a. — U y Hee...

Ha nmucemenHoM cTojie onsiTh 3a3BOHMII TefedoH. [ pexoB B3APOTHYI, TOTOM
HEBHMMATEILHO TIOJHSI U OMYCTW KOHYMKAMH TajblleB TPYOKY; TenedOoH CHOBa
3aTpeiai TpeOoBaTeIbHBIM 3BOHKOM, OTAaBasICh B yIIIax.

B nBeps noctyuanu, u roaoc Onsru CepreeBHsI:

— T'eopruii, Mmoxxao? K Tebe npunuiu u3 komurera. M 3BOHAT U3 Ta3eThl.

I'pexoB BBIIPSMUIICSA B KpECJI€ U NMOYTH HENPUA3HEHHO MOBEPHYJICS K ABEPHU.
3ateM B pyKax €ro MEJIbKHYJO, 3allypliajio MHUCbMO MaTepH, B3SITOE CO CTOJA;
KOJbIXas IMIMPOKMMHU pyKaBaMM XajlaTa, OH KaK-TO Yepecuyp CYETIMBO 3aCyHYJ
NUCbMO TOJT OyMmary, BBICKOYMJI H3-3a CTOJAa U CBOCH HEPBHOW TaHITYIOIICH
MOXOJIKOM MoA0eKal K IBEPH, OTACPHYI MOPTHEPY.

— OneHbka! — pelIUTENbHBIM U BMECTE YMOJISIIOIIMM TOHOM KPUKHYJ OH B
IPUOTKPBITYIO ABEPh. — 3 KOMHUTETA B ABa, B /IBa 4aca, s npeaynpeaui! S 3ansr.
Kto tam? Iuckapes? Ilycts mogoxnaet! M npoiy, moxanyiicta, Uil BBIKIIOUUTH
TenaedoH, WM BCEM TOBOPHUTH, 4TO 5 OoseH. Heykenn Henb3st MeHS M30aBUTH OT
TeIePOHHBIX Pa3roBopoB 1o yrpam? OmsaTh KOHCYNbTaIusa? S He CTON CIpaBoOK.
EcTp npyrue crnennanncTsl, HAKOHEI !

— Tre1 pgoioxkeHn npuHATh [luckapeBa, — C BEXIMBOM HAaCTOWYHMBOCTHIO
orBetria Onbra CepreeBHa. — Thl momkeH u obeman. Tol 3a06m1? W momoiiay,
noXxajnyicra, K Teaeony.

— Sl HUKOMY HHMYEro HE€ JIOJDKEH, 3TO HEeMBICIMMO! — ['peKoB B OTYassHUU
JaXxe MprKal IIEeNOTKH NajdbleB K BUCKaM. — CKaKH, YTO Y MEHSI CTEHOKapaus,
4TO 5 OOJIEH. ..

U posHbIii, ciokoiinbii rosioc Onasru CepreeBHbl:

— Ilonoiiau, noxanyiicta, k Tenedony. ITo HEyn00HO Bce-Taku, ['eopruii.

JIBepp kaOuHeTa 3axJIOMHYJIach. ['pEKOB 3aJiepHYyNl MOPTHEPY, CEPAUTO U
Bpojie Obl OecrioMOIIIHO 0OepHyJics K MoyyaBiieMy HuUkute, U TyT ke B KAKOM-TO
HAapOUYUTOM HETOJJOBAHUM CTPEMHUTENbHO Tojaolen K TenedoHy (3amenbKain



OeJible LIMKOJIOTKH MOJ XaJlaToM), U, (pbIpKas HOCOM, CIEpPHYJ TPYyOKYy, KPUKHYI
3BOHKHUM (haJIbLIETOM:

— Ckaxute, MUNIEUIIINNA, MOTY SI CIIOKOMHO MOOOJIETh WM YXK, MTO3BOJIBTE. ..
Kt0? He umen yectu! Jla-c, Moii JeHb pOXKJIEHHUS Ha HOCY, a BaM, COOCTBEHHO,
4yTO?

«OH OO0JBHOM YENOBEK, CO CTPAaHHOCTSIMH, — BCIYIIUBAsICh B TO, KakK C
BecenplM OemieHcTBOM kpuuaid ['pekoB mo Tenedony, nayman Huxura c
TEPHEIUBBIM OXHUJAAHUEM, BOJS JIAJIOHBIO TIO0 KOXaHOMY TMOJIJIOKOTHUKY. —
Cxonbko emy net? U ckonpko Onbre CepreeBHe?»

— UYrto BBl TaM Hamucanu rOWIeiiHOe Tpo MeHs, s He 3Hato! Henb3s,
MOJIOJION YeIOBEK, TOBOPUTH «HET», KOrJa HEe 3Haelllb, YeM MOATBEPAUTH CBOE
«na». Imenno! [IpuBe3nrte rpaHKu CTAThH, U s 3aBUBHPYIO0. A MOXET ObITh, U HET.
S nomkeH mpouuTaTh, 4TO K€ Bbl Hamucanu! S TepneTh He MoOry ¢aHTa3uu
koppecnoneHToB! Jla-na! Tak... Tak Ha 4eM k€ Mbl OCTAHOBHJINCH?

— Yro? — Huxurta noaHs rojioBy.

— Jla. Tak. Ha yem ke MbI?..

I'pexoB yxe He pazroBapuBall Mo TeyieGoHy, HO OH elle He OTIMYyCKal TPYOKYy,
MOTJIAXKMBasl €€, a U3 MPO3PAYHON TOJYOU3HBI TJ1a3 YXOIUjia BeCeI0-MCTUTEIbHAS,
KaK y 3J0paJHOTO0 peOCHKa, yJbIOKa, C KOTOPOH OH OTYHUTBHIBAJI KOTO-TO IO
tenedony. M Ttemepp pacTpenaHHble KYCTHKHM CEIbIX OpoBel Haroja3alid Ha
BBICOKMH J100 JIOXMAaTbIMH  YrOJKaMH, W BeChb BHJ €ro BBIKa3bIBal
COCPEIOTOYEHHOE M3YMIIEHHUE MEPEl YEM-TO, YTO B ATy CEKYH]ly MBICIEHHO BUJEI
OH.

[Ipodeccop paccessuno cmorpen Ha HUKUTy MycThIM B30pOM, Kak Obl MUMO
Hero. C 3TUM € OTCYTCTBYIOIIMM BBIPAKEHUEM, CJIOBHO HHMYETO HE BHUAS, OH
CcZIeJiajl HEeCKOJIBKO IIAaroB OT CTOJIA K HUIIIE MEX KHUKHBIX MIKa(OB, MEIIUTEIHHO
BBIHYJI W3 KapMmaHa XajlaTa KIIOYHMK. BJOXHB €ro B 3aMOYHOE OTBEpPCTUE
MaJeHbKOTO, BMOHTHPOBAHHOTO B HHUIIY JOMAIIIHETO ceida, OH TaK xKe
MEJUITUTETHFHO OTKPBUI ABEpIly. M mocie 3Toro crpocuil pacciabiIeHHbIM FOJIOCOM:

— Cxaxwure... Bam, BeposTHO, HY>KHBI J€HbIU? Bbl, KaxkeTcs, cKa3aiu, 4To
BaM HY’KHbI IEHbI'M Ha pacxobl? B BameM Bo3pacte Bcerja Hy>KHbI JIEHbI .

— 4 He npocun, — otkasanca Hukura. — Y MeHs ecTb.

— Jla, 00 3TOM MBI HE TOBOPHJIM C BaMH, — BCIIOMHUHAaroIIe repedui [ pexos,
U Kpyrjoe, BBIOpUTOE IHUII0 €ro JPOTHYJI0, Kak OT O€33By4YHOrO cMexa. —
Koneuno. Ctpanno... 9710 pednekc. Korna s By Moao/bie, UMEHHO MOJIOJBIE,
TaK CKa3aTh, JIUIA POJHBIX M CBOMX ACMHUPAHTOB, s OTKphIBal0 3TOT cerd. K
COXKQJICHUIO, JICHbI'M, KaK M CJaBa, IPUXOASAT K YEJIOBEKY CIMIIKOM MO3JHO, KOrJa
BCE PaJOCTU OBITUSI, KOTOPHIE NAIOT JE€HbI'H, CTAHOBSATCS JIUIIb MPOULILIM. .. JIumib
BocIToMHHaHWEeM. Kak OHW HyXHBI MHE OBLIM KOTJa-TO, JeT copok Hazan! Kak
HyXHbI!.. BpiT OeHBIM M K TOMY ke 0e3 yma BIIOOJCHHBIM B KaKHE-TO PyChie
KOCHYKHM CTyAeHTOM. Temepp naxe He MOMHIO, KaKOM LBET TIJia3 ObUT Y 3TUX
Kocuuek. A oHa Obuta moapyroii Bepel. I Bepa Oblna Toraa kpacasuueid. U Bapyr
3TO MUCHMO...



Hukwura yBHUI€N, Kak MUCbMO, BBIHYTOE [ peKOBBIM HU3-TI0]1 Oymar, 3aMesIbKaio
B €0 Majblax, OH paccMaTpuBall, TEPEOMI €ro, TOYHO HE 3HAJI, YTO C HUM JI€JIaTh.
[ToTOM, 3aTONTABIINCH, HAKJIOHWICA K OTKPBITOMY Cel(]y, MOTOKUI Tyla KOHBEPT
U HUKAaK HE MOT 3aKpbITh 3aMOK, [IOBOPAYMBAJI KIIOYUK BIIPABO U BIEBO, HEJIEIO
OTTONBIPUBAS JIOKTH; O€lible, MO-CTAPUKOBCKH aKKypaTHO BBIOPUTHIE IIEKH €ro
IPOXKaJIU.

— Wnure, uaure, 1 yMOJAIO... g BCE CAENAl0, s BCE, YTO CMOIY, CIEIAI0, —
3aroBopuil I'pekoB u, BeCh cpa3zy OOMSKILUM, JOLIEN 10 CTOJA, yIan 00eCCUIEHHO
B Kpecio, 3aKpbIB IUa3a, Kauko 3akuBail Hukure. — Mpl eme norosopuM. Mbl
ele, KOHEYHo, norosopum. Ilpocrture, s ycran. 4 ype3Bbld4aliHO yCTaJl CETOIHS.

Huxnra HeyBepeHHO NOAHANCA M, 3aXXHMMasd B IOTHBIX IAJbLAX CUTAPETY,
KOTOPYIO BCE BpeMs pasroBopa Msj B KapMaHe, IOIIea K aABepu. B nBepsx oH
3aJiepIKacs, 3almyTajics B IOpThepe, 00JaBIIEH €ro CyXUM FOpPbKUM 3alaxoM.

OH oTAEpHYJ MOPTHEPY U BBILIET.
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